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 Sunday, March 20th, 2022~Third Week in Lent                    
        Gospel Luke 13:1-9 
Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mingled with the blood of their sacrifices.  Jesus 
said to them in reply, “Do you think that because these Galileans 
suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all other 
Galileans?  By no means!  But I tell you, if you do not repent, you 
will all perish as they did!  Or those eighteen people who were 
killed when the tower at Siloam fell on them—do you think they 
were more guilty than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem?  By 
no means!  But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as 
they did!” 

And he told them this parable: “There once was a person who had 
a fig tree planted in his orchard, and when he came in search of 
fruit on it but found none, he said to the gardener,  ‘For three 
years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but have 
found none.  So cut it down.  Why should it exhaust the soil?’  He 
said to him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall 
culRvate the ground around it and ferRlize it; it may bear fruit in 
the future.  If not you can cut it down.’” 

The Gospel of the Lord  

ReflecCon
Jesus illustrates the urgency of his message of repentance with the 
parable of the fig tree that produced no fruit.   The owner was very 
paRent with it.  He consults with his gardener on what to do , who 
talks him into giving it one last chance.   The gardener puts in the 
extra Rme and paRently culRvates and ferRlizes the ground around 
it.  Jesus, however, doesn’t tell us the rest of the story.   Did the fig 
tree produce figs or was it cut down?  The ending apparently is up 
to us, as we are the fig tree.   Have we used this Lent to examine     

San Damiano Fraternity ORDO  FRANCISCANUS  SAECULARIS  Page                1

Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman              
Vice-Minister: Kevin O’Connell 
Secretary: Janet  O’Connell 
Treasurer: Tom Geissler   
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Cheryl Griese                                               
Sacred Heart Provincial Spiritual 
Assistant:                                            
Br. Ed Arambasich, OFM 

Next Gathering ~ S2turday 
3/19/22~9:30-11:30AM 

The Saturday after Council 
Meeting~~Council meets 3rd  
Thursday at 6:15pm~~          
Mtg Rms. 1 & 2                            
Church of  St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours         
Feast of St. Joseph 

Psalms Kim~Scripture Kevin                                     
Begin: Pg.  1100                      
Hymn:  # 78.                       
Psalms/Canticle: 707                                       
Canticle Zechariah:  691                   
Closing  Prayer:  Pg. 1110                                                                                               
Next Gathering             
Saturday March 19th 

Spirit Deadline                  
day 25 of each month            
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor

THE  SPIRIT 
 Holy Spirit….Consume in me whatever prevents me from being consumed by You…
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***Formation***              …
Assignment for March, read and 
reflect on pp. 115 to the end of 
chapter in Franciscan Prayer.     

our conscious and repent?  Have we prayed and fasted for an end to 
the war, which at this wriRng is sRll occurring in the Ukraine?  If not, 
there is sRll Rme. 

Jesus warns that death comes to everyone, and someRmes it is 
quick and without warning.   His message of repentance is at the 
heart of Franciscan life.   As we learned in the February lesson of the 
“Franciscan Prayer” book, Francis takes the heart very literally.  He 
believed our heart is the seat of our will, the root of our sin and the 
place of our conversion.   (pg 109)  Our prayers, fasRng and 
almsgiving this Lent are very important steps to repentance, a 
solemn change of heart.   We want to be ready when the owner of 
our soul comes back to examine the fruit it has produced.  We are 
planted in the rich soil of the Gospel, the Catholic Church and the 
Eucharist, so let us make this Lent  the cause for a bounRful harvest 
at Easter. 

Dcn. Kim Jensen, OFS, Formation Director

WISDOM  OF                      

BISHOP  FULTON  SHEEN 

The refusal to take sides on 
great moral issues is itself a 
decision. It is a silent 
acquiescence to evil. The 
Tragedy of our time is that those 
who still believe in honesty lack 
fire and conviction while those 
who believe in dishonesty are 
full of passionate conviction. 

Civilization is always in danger 
when those who have never 
learned to obey are given the 
right to command. 

God does not love us because 
we are valuable. We are 
valuable because God loves us. 

TRUST…Trust in the Power of God 

 Trust is cri2cal and, very possibly, the most difficult in our 
2mes.  Why?  Because there are so many forces a@emp2ng to 
convince us that we are insane for believing in a supernatural power, 
or even miracles.                                                                              
 Jesus would ask those looking for a miracle, “Do you believe I 
can do this?”  Consider Ma@hew 9:27-30: “And as Jesus passed on 
from there, two blind men followed {him}, crying out “Son of David, 
have pity on us!”  When he entered the house, the blind men 
approached him and Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe that I can do 
this?’  ‘Yes, Lord,” they said to him.  Then he touched their eyes and 
said, ‘Let it be done for you according to your faith.’  And their eyes 
were opened.”                                                                                        
 We must not divorce this statement from Jesus’ ques2on, for 
the two must go together; while Christ is perfectly able to do certain 
things for us, our trust must be opera2ve.  He is able to do certain 
wonderful things for you, but you must trust Him to do them.  The 
degree of your trust will determine the measure of your experience of 
His ability.  Jesus, I trust in You.    Source:  Father Heilman 

“He who trusts himself is lost.                                                                     
He who trusts in God can do all things.”                                                    

St. Alphonsus Liguori

Fr. Michael Scanlon, TOR. Now 
is the Time for Prayer. Great 
speaker enjoy!

https://youtu.be/bBOT6hfG9aI
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1. God — Remember the sin of Adam and Eve and the consequential punishment that Our 

Lord gave them. — God curses the serpent saying, “I will put enmity between you and the 

Woman, and between your offspring and Hers; He will strike at your head, while you strike at 

his heel.” — There are three things we must consider upon reading these words: 1. That a 

prodigious Woman and Her descendant will have vengeance on the serpent; 2. That there 

will be a perpetual enmity between the Woman and the serpent; 3. That the devil will always 

be conquered by the victory of this Woman. — If Mary had not been Immaculate and would 

instead have had some kind of sin, there would not be a perpetual enmity between Her and 

the devil, seeing that sin is a type of friendship with the devil… what is more, She would not 

be the conqueror, but the conquered. — Take note of the fact that this victory belongs to the 

Woman and the Woman’s descendant, Her Son, Jesus Christ. And we, brothers and sisters 

of Jesus Christ, we too are descendants of Mary… She is our Mother. — So we should then 

fight alongside Her… against the devil… by fighting Satan and defeating him, we will better 

imitate Her immaculate purity. 
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         Meditation 3                              

Mary Immaculate:  Her Witnesses

When the chosen time destined by God 
for the salvation of man had arrived, the 
Most Holy Virgin was conceived… not as 
the rest of mankind, but pure… without 
stain… without having contracted original 
sin. — Now we will meditate on the 
testimonies that assure us of this 
consoling truth. 
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2. The Angel — In the words “Hail Mary, full of grace,” the Angel is clearly calling Our Lady 

Immaculate… for when and how was She filled with grace? — It was precisely in Her 

Immaculate Conception… This fullness is colossal… it is unique… it is forever. — If it was 

not so, the angel would not have said these words, for there have been many very holy 

saints that have had an abundance of God’s grace, but none of them had such a fullness: at 

least, upon being born, they had no grace at all because of original sin. — But it is not so 

with Mary… in each and every moment She is “full of grace”… She never had sin, not even 

original sin. — Therefore, when the angel calls Her “full of grace,” he calls Her “Immaculate.” 

— Savor these sweet words and thank the angel for having given such a beautiful 

compliment to Mary Immaculate. 

3. The Church — The Church waited nineteen anxious centuries for this Dogma to be 

defined. — Contemplate the magnificent scene: the holy Fathers, the Doctors of the Church, 

ecclesiastical authors, mystics and ascetics, all the saints, and, in a special way, all those 

who were in love with Mary… those who have incessantly woven a crown of praise for the 

Immaculate Conception.  They are the virgins of the Church who, in order to imitate Her 

immaculate purity, consecrated themselves to Her through a vow of virginity. — See how 

numerous and beautiful their group is… it is a chosen army!  It is the white army of Mary 

Immaculate. — The entire Christian people praised Her, even in their songs, as pure and 

without stain in Her conception. — There has never been a dogma so reasonable, or 

understood as such. — Then it happened… when, after nineteen centuries, and amassing 

their desire and praises, Pope Pius IX placed the last stitch of the definitive crown: that of 

the dogmatic definition of the Immaculate Conception. — Stop for a moment and 

contemplate Mary as the object of the praises of the entire Church in this mystery, and see 

how Her words are fulfilled: “They will call me Blessed from generation to generation...” 

4. Mary — She Herself confirms the celestial words of the Pope. — She is the white Virgin 

of Lourdes who, after seventeen apparitions, finally declares to the little girl, “I am the 

Immaculate Conception.” — The miraculous fountains, the thousands of pilgrims, the 

innumerable sick, the incessant prayers, and the everlasting songs of Lourdes… they are an 

echo of these words and a confirmation of the pontifical definition. — Mary is Immaculate in 
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Her Conception!  Remember the story of Lourdes and unite yourself as well to this choir of 

praises that are intoned there to Mary Immaculate. 

5. Us — God, the angel, the Pope, Mary Herself… they are witnesses that proclaim this 

dogma… and us, what do we do?  Do we rejoice in it?  That is not enough… we can, and we 

should, take part in it… Mary Immaculate is a Captain with Her army… against the serpent 

and his army. — We must enlist ourselves in the troops of Mary and fight against sin in all of 

its manifestations: lukewarmness, ingratitude, self-love… only in so doing will we be 

imitators of Mary Immaculate.  We declare war on sin through Mary Immaculate!           
Source: homeofthemother.org 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the San Damiano 
Community, are of the secular community 
established by St. Francis of Assisi, Seraphic 
Father. We are a family living in the world, 
but not of the world. We are striving through 
prayer, penance, and mutual support to live 
the Gospel life of Christ as inspired by St. 
Francis. We intend to be lights of Gospel 
living to those around us through our 
example and apostolic actions.

VISION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the community of San 
Damiano, recognize Christ’s voice in the 
Franciscan calling to go forward bringing the 
Good News of salvation to all people. It is 
our vision that by the strength of Jesus and 
in the spirit of Francis, we should rise above 
our fears, our hesitations and our weaknesses 
and put on the new man, there-by become 
Christ to all and to our joy, find Christ in all.

Happy Birthday  

San Damiano Fraternity Members  

 March 

Eva Jahnke, OFS~March 16th                                          
Barbara Munnelly, OFS~March 31 

April                                                                               
Chris Fina, OFS~April 11 

May Our Awesome God bless you abundantly                            
in the coming year. 

Pope Francis IntenCons    March 2022                                              

A ChrisCan Response to                   

Bioethical Challenges 

We pray for Christians facing new 

bioethical challenges; may they 

continue to defend the dignity of all 

human life with prayer and action.

http://homeofthemother.org
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San Damiano Fraternity Meeting Minutes                                                                                   
February 17, 2022

6:15 PM meeting started with a prayer from the Ritual of the Secular Franciscans                    

This meeting was held at St. Andrew’s cry room.

Council Members Present:  Minister:  Ron Zachman, Vice Minister: Kevin O’Connell, 

Secretary:  Janet O’Connell, Treasurer:  Tom Giessler, Councilor: Cheryl Griese, Formation 

Minister: Deacon Kim Jensen, Other members in attendance: Christopher Mathias, OSF.

Janet read the Council Minutes from 1/20/2022. Deacon Kim made a motion to accept the 

minutes, Kevin seconded and the motion carried.  Tom presented the treasurer’s report and 

read a thank you note from CAER. Cheryl motioned to accept the report, Deacon Kim 

seconded and the motion carried.

Old Business:
1. Eva is working on adding the Year of Mary to the newsletter. 

2. Goodbye to Sr. Karen- card and $100 to Little Falls Franciscans were given to her on 

1/22/2022. 

3. Christmas party- went well 

4. Little Falls Spring Retreat-we are not sure if it will be held. Little Falls Convent is not 

able to host. 

5. Annual Report - reports were completed, Fair Share paid.  Thank you to Cheryl for her 

hard work on this. 

6. New Database-waiting to hear from Kim Pappas as to when this will be rolled out.   

7. Formation History Record- will be used when we have new formation. 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8. Wally Update- he is at home and still weak, but improving. 
New Business:

1. 30 for 30 - 

1. Queen of Peace Regional meeting will be held June 3-5.  The minister or 

member from the fraternity council will attend. 

2. We are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the Queen of Peace. 

3. Part of the weekend will include a three minute presentation on an apostolate 

with “30” included somehow. 

4. It was decided for the San Damiano Fraternity, we will feature our monthly 

apostolates of Franciscan Brothers of Peace in February, CAER in March (match 

for both the dollar amount collected with currently available funds), Mary’s Meals 

in May (Ron will find out how much it would be for 30 meals for 100 kids and use 

that amount to donate.) And Hope for Youth or Stepping Stone in May (amount to 

be determined). 

2. New Apostolates- we will be looking to donate to new apostolates quarterly.  In addition 

to those in the 30 for 30, we may also look into donating to the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society. 

3. Soup Supper- we have been asked to help host the Soup and Sacrifice Supper at St. 

Andrew’s on March 5.  Barb Z. has sent out the link to the Sign Up Genius to register.  

We need to have 7 soups or stews.  The Hispanic Community will be hosting with us. 

4. Pat Brandt-has been moved to hospice.  Please continue to pray for her. 

Additions:  Library update–Cheryl G. suggested we use a notebook to check out books from 

the library from now on, as some books do not have cards.  When you check out a book from 

the library, please write the title, your name, and the date you checked it out in the blue book 
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provided.  Also, if you have books from the library that you are done with, please return them 

as soon as you can. 

Deacon Kim made a motion to close the meeting.  Tom G. Seconded the motion.  The meeting 

ended with prayer.

**Formation assignment for March is to read and reflect on pp. 115 to the end of the chapter  in 
Franciscan Prayer. 

Submitted by Secretary Janet O’Connell, OFS.
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Please pray for our  beloved 
deceased Fraternity members

In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust 
our brothers and sisters.  In this life you 
embraced them with your tender love; 
deliver them now from any evil and bid 
them eternal rest.  The old order has passed 
away; welcome them into paradise, where 
there will be no sorrow, no weeping or pain, 
but fulness of peace and joy with your Son 
and the Holy Spirit forever and ever.  Amen

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003                                                                                                                      

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008                                                                                                          

Gloria McDermott, OFS…August 15, 2010                                                                                                    

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OSF…April 2, 2012                                                                                                                     

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OSF…November 16, 2012                                                                                                              

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013.                                                                                                                  

Betty Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015.                                                                                                                   

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018                                                                                                                           

Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019                                                                                                                                                  

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020                                                                                                                                            

Jeanette Polejewski…January 11, 2021                                                                                                                              

Mary Witzman…April 4, 2021.

Patricia Brant, OFS…February 18, 2022 


